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By Pam Shearer
Correspondent 

In November 2001 Steve Schutzer, 53, became a Big
Brother with Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters, a group that
mentors children ages 6-17 who’re growing up in single par-
ent homes. An orthopedic surgeon at Hartford Hospital,
Schutzer already had a busy practice, a wife and two teenage
sons, and enough hobbies to fill every minute of spare time. 

“The truth is I wanted to get involved with kids,”
Schutzer said. The West Hartford resident considered the
Boys Club and the Police Athletic League, but both work
with large groups of kids. Schutzer chose Big Brothers. “I
thought one child at a time was the way to go; I could have a
greater impact.”

Mentors like Schutzer are called “Bigs,” the children they
work with “littles.” On April 27 in Wethersfield, Schutzer
will be honored with a Volunteer Recognition Award for the
difference he’s making with his “little,” Patrick, a thoughtful
and friendly teen, almost as tall as Schutzer. (Nutmeg Big
Brothers Big Sisters releases first names only.) Now 15,
Patrick, a Bloomfield resident, was a 10-year-old fifth grad-
er when he and Schutzer first met. 

“I wasn’t really sure; would it work in my life?” Patrick
said. “I’ve been let down a lot: I wasn’t sure at the time.”

Big Brothers Big Sisters works hard to match “bigs” with
“littles,” taking three to four months to screen both families
with interviews and questionnaires. They also offer seminars
for “bigs” on making the match work. At one of them,
Schutzer learned one way to relate to kids is to ask what
means most in life to the “little.” Patrick’s answer: “staying
alive, world peace” impressed Schutzer. “Wow! This kid’s
got capacity,” he recalled later. “I knew it was going to work
ever since.”

But Patrick needed help developing his potential, espe-
cially in school where he was receiving a D in math.
Schutzer helped the little become more focused his school-
work. Furthermore, he also helped Patrick’s mom correct
some health problems. 

“He looked out for all of us,” said Patrick, the oldest of
three boys. 

Now Schutzer’s got Patrick thinking more on his future,
one that could now include medicine, a dream Patrick’s had
since he was young. This year Patrick’s a freshman at

Capitol Prep Magnet School in Hartford. Every day he
wears a blazer with a crest, khaki pants, and a tie to school,
definitely not his favorite outfit. But Schutzer reminds
Patrick that he dresses up for work every day. Patrick con-
denses Schutzer’s advice about doing what you don’t like:
“There’s a lot I don’t want to do. If you wanna be a better
person, you have to make sacrifices.”

Patrick gets tutoring in math and science from Schutzer’s
son Matt, a Colgate graduate soon to enter medical school.
The Schutzer family, which includes youngest son Michael
and Schutzer’s wife Karen, made Patrick a part of the family
from the get-go. 

“It’s like one big family,” said Patrick. “It feels like Matt
and Michael are my older brothers.”

At minimum, Nutmeg Big Brothers expects volunteers to
spend at least four hours every other week with his/her “lit-
tle.” Adding on their phone time, Schutzer and Patrick hit
that goal easily, sometimes getting together two weekends in
a row with some spent at Schutzer’s farm in upstate New
York. They’ve gone fishing, even tried laser tag. (Schutzer’s
good at the first, not so hot at the second.) Often the pair
enjoy dinner and a movie. Favorite restaurants include

Cheng Du, Harry’s, and Barb’s in West Hartford, Wood n
Tap and Park Avenue Pizza in Hartford. Schutzer says his
favorite movie was “Johnson Family Vacation” with Cedric
the Entertainer, a silly movie he said he wouldn’t watch with
his wife but loved with Patrick. So far the only outing that
flopped was a trip to the Wadsworth Atheneum. 

Schutzer appreciates Patrick’s willingness to try new
things. Patrick’s music once was mostly rappers like 50
Cent; now he also listens to Arrowsmith, Guns and Roses,
and even some country like Tim McGraw. To a diet that
used to be mostly tacos and grinders, Patrick has added
tomatoes and won ton soup. But so far, no fish.

“We’re working on it,” said Schutzer.
For his part, Patrick appreciates Schutzer’s patience “to

mold me into the man I’m going to be.” Yet Patrick isn’t the
only one growing through the relationship. Seeing the world
through Patrick’s eyes has taught Schutzer how difficult it is
to be a teen, as he learns firsthand problems teens deal with
today. Schutzer is convinced he’s getting much more than he
gives, inspiring him to write an open letter encouraging oth-
ers to mentor. Mentoring may not bring the immediate
results surgery does, but Schutzer doesn’t mind. 

“It expands your appreciation of life,” said Schutzer who
looks forward to time spent with Patrick. “It just makes life
so much sweeter to be involved with [this] young man.”

Patrick can’t stop talking when he explains why Schutzer
deserves a Volunteer Recognition Award.

“Steve is a busy person,” he said. “I don’t even know how
he makes time for me and stuff like that. I didn’t believe he
had time for me . . . I really like him. I really can’t explain.
He’s helped me a lot. I thought I wanted to make it into col-
lege but I never really thought I could. He made a lot of
opportunities to help me out, help my family out; he made a
lot of sacrifices for me.”

Schutzer wasn’t expecting the award, believing others do
much more; his family and Patrick will attend the awards cer-
emony. Although the match officially ends at age 18, Schutzer
and Patrick plan to stay friends as many “bigs” and “littles”
do. Patrick has some advice for anyone who mentors.

“If you’re a bigger brother, don’t quit on that child,” said
Patrick. “There’s bad times and good times. Don’t quit on him.”

For more information about the awards ceremony or how
to become a Nutmeg Big Brother Big Sister visit www.nut-
megbigbrothersbigsisters.org

Patrick and Steve Schutzer are both Yankee fans and
active athletes, Patrick in track at Capitol Prep and
Schutzer in martial arts.
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Townspeople

West Hartford resident makes a difference as a mentor
Sports

Over the last five weeks, 100 girls participated in
Softball Clinics at Webster Hill and the Softball Academy
in East Hartford coordinated by Brian Corey, Director of
Player Development and sponsored by the West Hartford
Girls Softball League. Tom Eastman, at the Softball
Academy, held pitching Clinics. 

The girls worked with volunteer coaches from the
Senior, Junior and Training divisions on building various
skills. The skills focused on were pitching, batting, catch-
ing and throwing. We received positive comments from
girls and parents about what they learned and how much it
was fun. Thank you coaches, girls and parents for your
support. The girls and the coaches are ready to play. 

The first pitch will be thrown on Opening Day, April
30th at Sterling Field.  Let’s play ball.

Nadal Award given
to K-0’s Alissi

Joe Alissi, a member of
the athletic department of
Kingswood-Oxford School
for more than 45 years, was
named the recipient of the
Nadal Award, given annual-
ly by the Founder’s League
in recognition of contribu-
tions and commitment to
athletics.

Alissi, associate athletic
director at K-O, received
the honor at a Founder’s
League meeting at
Westminster School
Tuesday, April 11.
Founder’s League schools
are: K-O, Avon Old Farms,
Choate, Hotchkiss, Kent,
Loomis, Miss Porter’s, Taft,
Trinity-Pawling and

Westminster. 
At K-O, Alissi, a West

Hartford resident for more
than 30 years, coached
wrestling, soccer, football
and lacrosse. He became
the head wrestling coach in
1961. During the next six
years, his teams captured
two state championships
and finished each season in
the top five in the Western
New England Wrestling
Association. He also taught
math and served as the form
master for Form I. From
1966 to 1999, he served as
the School’s director of ath-
letics, and during his tenure,
the athletic program was

expanded from nine inter-
scholastic varsity level
sports to 27. In 2002, he
received the Swan Award,
which recognizes faculty
who have been outstanding
in developing leadership
and character in their stu-
dents.

One year ago, in honor
of his lifetime service to
wrestling, Alissi was
inducted into the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame in
Stillwater, Okla. He served
as commissioner of the
Connecticut Interscholastic
Wrestling Officials
Association, handling
assignments for all New
England colleges, prep
schools and high schools
for more than 30 years. He
also officiated the National
Collegiate Wrestling
Championships three times.
Alissi is a member of the
Springfield College Hall of
Fame.

Alissi began his
wrestling career as a junior
high school student in
Springfield, Mass. He wres-
tled at Springfield College
and was the team captain
his senior year. He was a
three-time New England
Champion Wrestler and a
New England Outstanding
Wrestler. In 1956, Alissi
upset the three-time NCAA
champion by pinning him
during the 123-pound semi-
final match, called one of
the Top 10 Tournament
Bouts of All Time by the
Eastern Intercollegiate
Wrestling Association
Centennial Committee. 

Joe Alissi, a member of the athletic department of
Kingswood-Oxford School for more than 45 years, was
named the recipient of the Nadal Award. Submitted photo

Blue Knights cruise
past Conard

By Ryan Pipke
Journal Register News

Service

SOUTHINGTON —
There was little of the
offensive explosiveness
Southington softball has
shown in the past. Nor was
their pitching ace at her
most dominant. But the
result was the same as
Southington cruised to a 7-0
win over Conard. 

Niki Davenport, in her
second game back after
having back spasms, nearly
kept the Chieftains off the
basepaths entirely.
Davenport allowed only one
hit, an infield single to lead
off the seventh inning, and
two baserunners, facing one
batter over the minimum.
She struck out 10 and
walked none.

“I thought Niki pitched
really well,” Southington
coach John Bores said.
“She’s not, obviously, 100
percent back. She’s been a
whole week and a half,
maybe 75 percent, but I
thought she placed her
pitches very well.”

Davenport’s speed was
obviously down from her
best performances, but her
change of speeds and loca-
tion was enough to keep the
opponents off-balance.
Though many were able to
foul off more of her pitches
than usual, only a couple

made solid contact in fair
territory. The hardest hit
ball was a screaming liner
by Jess Bello that
Davenport caught for the
second out of the fifth
inning.

“Once the warm weather
hits and she gets really
loose I think you’ll see her
velocity go up,” Bores said.

On the offensive side, the
Knights showed that they
are fully capable of manu-
facturing runs without much
power. Sarah Lempicki
tripled and scored on a
throwing error in the sixth
inning, but that was
Southington’s only extra-
base hit.

The Knights took advan-
tage of a pair of errors to
get on the board in the third.
Rachel Girouard scored
when Davenport’s grounder
to third led to a misplayed
rundown and Amanda
Palmieri scored on Lena
Cantone’s sharp single to
center.

Southington added three
in the fourth while only get-
ting one hit out of the
infield. Taylor LaRese and
Girouard both had infield
hits and scored while
Davenport had a two-run
single and Kylie Justo a
sacrifice fly.

“I think we’re going to
be manufacturing a lot,”
Bores said. “I think we’re
going to be a good hitting

team eventually. These kids
are really young.”

The Knights showed just
how devoted they might be
to the small ball approach
as Davenport, one of the
stronger hitters, came to the
plate with runners on sec-
ond and third in the third
inning. Bores called for the
suicide squeeze bunt, but
the plan was foiled by a
pitch out. Bores explained
the decision.

“I want to work on
things. We’re going to be
playing really good teams
down the road and when we
get into the state tourna-
ment. So I want everybody
to be able to bunt in situa-
tions that call for a bunt. I
want to practice these
things.”

The game was postponed
from last Friday, forcing the
Knights to play again
Wednesday at Windsor for a
third consecutive day. They
won the first two games and
Bores hopes the trend con-
tinues after an opening day
loss.

“I just want to get
through (Wednesday), get a
couple good days of prac-
tice and then hopefully go
every other day if the
weather will cooperate.”

LaRese went 2-for-2
with a run, an RBI and a
stolen base,while Girouard
was 1-for-2 with two runs
scored. 

K i n g s w o o d - O x f o r d
School senior Kyle
MacDonald of Bloomfield
recently was named a recip-
ient of the National Football
Foundation and College
Hall of Fame Scholar-
Athlete Award, given by the
group’s Northern
Connecticut chapter.

MacDonald, who will be
honored at a dinner in May,
was one of 14 area award

winners. The recognition
includes a $1,500 scholar-
ship. 

According to K-O head
football coach David Hild,
MacDonald is the 16th stu-
dent-athlete in K-O history
to receive the award, which
recognizes students for their
leadership, community
service and academic and
athletic performance. 

The National Football
Foundation’s website states
that the award is “recog-
nized as the most presti-
gious high school football
academic honor in the
country.” MacDonald is one
of 3,000 scholar-athletes
from across the nation
selected each year by 119
local chapters of the organi-
zation. 

MacDonald earns rare honor

West Hartford Jaycee Courant is holding it’s 13-year-old Prep Division tryouts May 6
at Hall High School 4:00 p.m., with a rain date of May 7.  The tryout is being held for West
Hartford 13-year-old Baseball players looking to play on an All-Star team for the months
of June and July. 

Please Contact Quint 232-7479 for further info. 

JAYCEE COURANT PREP TRYOUTS

Girls prepared as
Opening Day
approaches

YOUTH RESULTS

FREE GIRLS BASKETBALL CLINICS

West Hartford Youth Lacrosse League
Boys Senior Division

Results from Wednesday, April 12
West Hartford Senior Red 8, South

Windsor 3
Goals: Archie Sullivan 3, Patrick Almon

2, Kyle Weber 2, Luke Hagearty
Assists: Patrick Almon 2, Archie

Sullivan 2, Kyle Weber 2, Kyle Krueger
Standouts: Debut goalie Connor

Michaud, crease defensemen Nick Ferrente,
Brendan Kerchaert,Connor Pendray held
So. Windsor scoreless in the 2nd period in
heavy traffic on the crease. Attackman Alex
Fowler turned three going out of bounds
balls into offensive opportunities resulting
in two goals.

The West Hartford Girls Travel Basketball Program will hold free basketball clinics for
all girls currently in grades 4-7 that may be interested in playing in the travel program next
year.  

The clinics are:
Thursdays- April 27, May 4, May 11 and May 25 (no clinic May 18)
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Sedgwick Middle School Gym
Hope to see you there. Come whenever you are available.
If you have any questions please contact, Bill Corrigan at 233-2930 or bandccorrig-

an@aol.com, David Honyotski at 883-4520 or dvhongar@sbcglobal.com, Leo Register at
678-7185or leoregister2003@yahoo.com

The American School
for the Deaf in West
Hartford will hold its 29th
annual Golf Tournament on
Friday, May 12 at Blue Fox
Run Golf Course beginning
at 7:30 a.m. with registra-
tion beginning at 6:30 a.m.. 

Greens fees for an indi-
vidual golfer are $200
which includes a reception
with open bar, hors-
doeurves, and buffet dinner.
Sponsorships levels range
from $5,000 to $50 for
reception only. 

For more information
check the website
www.asd-1817.org/golf or
contact Francine Beltrame
at (860) 570-2307.

GOLF


