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Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters has been 
hosting Bowl-for-Kids’-Sake fund-raisers each 
spring for more than 20 years to generate 
money for its important work of matching local 
disadvantaged children with caring adult men-
tors. The events, or celebrations of a successful 
campaign, have been traditionally held in loca-
tions such as East Hartford, North Windham, 
Wallingford and Bristol. This year, the event is 
scheduled for March 28th and April 4th. 
(Locations and bowling times are listed on 
the back page.) And a Torrington venue has 
been added. 

“We’re very excited about bringing Bowl-for-
Kids’-Sake to Sky Top Lanes in Torrington,” 
said Darlene Roberts, Nutmeg’s Director of 
Fund Development. “We have a strong 
program presence there and many 
friends and supporters in the area, so 
we’ve made a special point of offering all of 
these generous people the opportunity to par-
ticipate in our biggest fund-raiser of the year at 
an excellent facility without having to travel a 
great distance.”    

What makes this event truly unique is that bowl-
ing is a great way to have fun while helping to 
raise money for kids who have a great deal of 
potential. Last year, thanks to money realized 
from BFKS, Nutmeg was able to transition more 
than 100 kids off its Waiting List and into life-
enhancing matches. 

As many “Bigs” will tell you, BFKS is especially 
rewarding for them to do with their “Littles”. As 
the “Bigs” raise money from a variety of 
sources, the “Littles” see them in action and 
pick up an understanding of how responsible 
adults take heed to the call of community ser-
vice. “Littles” might even choose to pitch in and 
solicit money from people within their own inner 
circle. BFKS is also a whole lot of fun. Where 
else can you ask a clown to twist up a special 
balloon animal for you, snack on free pizza, roll 

the first strike of your life, deepen the bond 
with your role model, and take a chance or 
two on some super exciting raffle prizes? 

There are many ways to participate in BFKS. 
Nutmeg is looking for individual bowlers, 
team bowlers, corporate sponsors…even 
“virtual bowlers”. What’s a “virtual bowler”? 
It’s somebody who opts to raise money 
online for BFKS without ever setting one foot 
in a bowling alley. Going “virtual” is easy to 
do. First, set up an online donation page by 
going to: www.nutmegbfks.kintera.org. Then, 
e-mail the page to your vast network of con-
tacts asking them to help you raise money for 
NBBBS. Give it a try. Going “virtual” works. 

NBBBS Board Member Judy Radasch is a 
case in point. Last year she wanted to take 
part in the BFKS fund-raiser. But couldn’t 
attend the actual event. So she adopted the 
“virtual” option. She went online, created a 
web page and e-mailed it to friends, family 
members and business acquaintances ask-
ing them to support an organization she 
deeply believes in. Judy’s e-mail ultimately 
brought in approximately $2,000. And that 
amazing achievement has prompted her to 
aim for an even higher goal this year. It 
seems the more we relate Judy’s inspira-
tional story to others, the more intrigued they 
are about following her lead and going 
“virtual” to raise money for BFKS.    

This year, we have a very impressive roster 
of individuals heading up our BFKS efforts at 
our 5 locations. Jennifer Marecki, who 

chairs the NBBBS Northwest Advisory 
Council, has volunteered as our chairper-
son for the Torrington site. Andy Candido, 
chair of our Wallingford event, is the K-12 
School-to-Career Research Teacher in the 
Wallingford Public School System. He was 
also the winner of one of our prestigious 
Community Partnership Awards in 2007.  

Another of our 2007 Community Partner-
ship Award winners, Donald E. Williams, 
will chair our BFKS event in North Wind-
ham. In addition to being an 8-term Sena-
tor from the State’s 29th District, Williams is 
the highest ranking legislator in the Gen-
eral Assembly. Chairing our events in Bris-
tol and East Hartford is Jonathan A. Har-

ris. Followers of politics will recognize 
him as a State Senator who is serving 

his second term representing the towns of 
Burlington, Bloomfield, Farmington and 
West Hartford.  

“This year’s edition of Bowl-for-Kids’-Sake 
promises to be not only successful finan-
cially, but a whole lot of fun too,” said Dar-
lene Roberts. “There is an unprecedented 
amount of enthusiasm coming from our 
Board, our Staff, our generous and hard 
working volunteers, and everybody we’ve 
talked to about the event. We hope to see 
many of our friends from years gone by 
and many new friends who will join us to 
help achieve our goal of $135,000.”     
For detailed information on Bowl-for-
Kids’-Sake 2009 and details on how you 
can take part…even if you’re busy on 
the event dates, aren’t really a fan of 
bowling, or just not good at bowling…
visit our website: 
www.nutmegbigbrothersbigsisters.org. 
Or, call toll-free at: 1-800-237-KIDS 
(5437), ext. 145. This puts you directly in 
touch with Lorry Garell, Special Events 
Coordinator. Her e-mail address is:  
lgarell@bbbsnutmeg.org.      ☺ 


