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On Wednesday evening November 5th, 

Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters, will host 

its Annual Gala from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 

p.m. at the Connecticut Convention Cen-

ter. The fund-raiser has been titled The Big 

TaDa! and, as the name implies, it prom-

ises to take attendees on a dazzling excur-

sion that will incite imaginations and engage 

senses. Plans for the evening include a 

reception, dinner, award presentations, a 

Live and Silent Auction, and more wondrous 

surprises than you can shake a sorcerer’s 

wand at. The lavish affair is being de-

signed to deliver wall-to-wall fun. 

But that’s to be expected from an 

event called The Big TaDa!, one 

that comes with its own specially-

created acronym: MAGIC (Most 

Amazing Gala In Connecticut).  

The journey that children make as 

they transition through our programs 

is often a magical one,” said Darlene 

Roberts, Director of Fund Develop-

ment for Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sis-

ters, “a journey in which implied promise 

miraculously turns into fulfilled dreams. 

“So we believe it’s quite appropriate that 

magic is the underlying theme of The Big 

TaDa!” 

“We had feedback from attendees at our 

last fundraiser, the Wine Tasting event last 

year, that our guests really enjoyed a re-

laxed format for the evening. This event is 

being organized to continue that atmos-

phere while enjoying a fun and lively ele-

gant evening for all,” according to Roberts. 

The event will even feature a signature 

drink, the “Magic-tini”, developed by the 

Convention Center beverage specialist to 

celebrate this magical evening. 

While many of us are experiencing one of the 

most challenging financial downturns in 

recent history, the disadvantaged youngsters 

who make up our client base are feeling it 

even more. Won’t you help them by support-

ing the Big TaDa? Or, you might consider 

donating via the envelope in this mailing, or 

by visiting our web site: 

www.nutmegbigbrothersbigsisters.org.  ☺ 

The event always has wonderful auction 

items that offer a great opportunity for at-

tendees to purchase unique holiday gifts. 

There are often beautiful one-of-a-kind 

items that are available to the right bidder. 

The Master of Ceremonies for the semi-

formal evening is Colin McEnroe, writer, 

humorist and popular WTIC-AM radio talk 

show host. The guest auctioneer will be 

WTIC-FM’s radio personality 

Damon Scott. 

The evening’s 

entertainment will be pro-

vided by the mesmerizing illusionist David 

Garrity. 

The Big TaDa has two honorees. They 

are being celebrated in recognition of the 

individual accomplishments, as well as one 

effort in which they joined together to bring 

about, The State Employees Mentoring 

Program. This is the historic program, now 

in its 10th year, that provides special in-

centives to State of Connecticut employ-

ees who agree to mentor a child through 

Big Brothers Big sisters. 

 One honoree is State Representative 

William R. Dyson, who has served New 

Haven’s 94th Assembly District for 32 

years. Dyson, a Democrat, was the driv-

ing force behind legislation that offered 

the special incentive to State of Con-

necticut employees who mentor children 

through Big Brothers Big Sisters.  

The inspiration for this legislation is the 

event’s second Honoree, Michael 

Bangser, who served as President of 

the Hartford Foundation for Public Giv-

ing for more than 15 years.  

 “We’re trying to get word out about this 

one-of-a-kind evening to as many area 

businesses and organizations as pos-

sible,” said Roberts. “The more spon-

sorships and table sales we generate 

at The Big TaDa! event, the more 

deserving kids will transition off our 

growing Waiting List and into pro-

ductive matches with caring adult 

mentors.” 

Individual tickets are $175 and you can 

purchase a table for 10 for $1,750. 

There are still opportunities for corporate 

sponsorships. For additional details on 

The Big TaDa!, call Lorry Garell, Spe-

cial Events Coordinator at Nutmeg. 

Her phone number is: 860 525 5437, 

ext. 145 andher e-mail address is: lga-

rell@bbbsnutmeg.org.     ☺ 
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A Lifetime of Giving 

Arthur Director of Cromwell grew up in Norwich and his wife Edythe, was from Middle-

town. After they were married they lived in both Middletown and Cromwell where they gave 

their time and efforts to different organizations that were important to them, particularly 

those involved with children. As Edythe said, her family believed “If you receive, you re-

turn”, which is one of the motivations why she and her husband recently established the 

Arthur and Edythe Director Family Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters Fund at the Mid-

dlesex County Community Foundation. Now, after a successful business career, Art 

and Edythe Director have established three separate funds at the Middlesex County Com-

munity Foundation with one of them created for the benefit of Nutmeg Big Brothers Big 

Sisters. 

Art and Edythe Director were neighbors of Bernie Fields and his family when Bernie 

founded the first Big Brothers Big Sisters chapter in the state of Connecticut. Art was his 

first vice president and Art remained active with Big Brothers for over twenty years. He was 

a big part of firmly establishing the organization in the state with Bernie Fields. Because of 

their early experience with the value of mentoring young people, Art became involved 

when his then 12-year old grandson, who lived in the Philadelphia area, lost his father. He 

contacted the Philadelphia branch of Big Brothers and asked that they find a match for his 

grandson. His grandson was successfully matched with a mentor who has since become a 

family friend and now a business associate. Their granddaughter was also matched with a 

Big Sister and she and her family have become part of the granddaughter’s family. 

When the time came for Art and Edythe to make some donations to charity, they decided 

to direct their money to the Middlesex County Community Foundation. The Foundation has  

invested their money. It is expected that distributions to the three children’s organizations 

from those investments will begin to be paid in 2009. The other organizations that are 

funded by the Arthur and Edythe Director Family Fund include Camp Ingersoll of the Mid-

dlesex YMCA, the Rushford Center as well as Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters. The 

money is directed towards helping children in the greater Middletown area. 

The Middlesex County Community Foundation is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year. 

The Directors chose this organization because “We have confidence in the managers of 

the Middlesex Community Foundation and know they do a good job” according to Art. 

Other donors are also welcome to donate funds to the Arthur and Edythe Director Family 

Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters Fund to be used for the benefit of children in the greater 

Middletown area. Your donation would help to provide income to Nutmeg through the in-

vestments of the larger fund set-up by the Directors. Please contact the Foundation for 

additional information. Our thanks go to Art and Edythe Director for their long-term and on-

going financial support of Nutmeg.     ☺ 

Edythe and Arthur Direc-

tor, who recently estab-

lished the Arthur and 

Edythe Director Family 

Nutmeg Big Brother Big 

Sisters Fund which will 

benefit children in the 

Middletown area. 














